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On the agent role of Mn 2+ in redirecting the synthesis of Zn(OH) 2 
Analysis of the EPR spectra of the Mn 2+ centers
The EPR spectra of the Mn 2+ paramagnetic centers were analyzed using the following spin Hamiltonian (SH): 1
The first two terms represent the main Zeeman and hyperfine interactions of the S = 5/2 electron spin with the external magnetic field B and the I = 5/2 nuclear spin of the 55 Mn (100% abundance) isotope, respectively. The next second-order zero-field-splitting (ZFS) term describes the interaction of the electron spin with the local axial crystal field, while the last term describes the nuclear Zeeman interaction. The SH parameters of the Mn 2+ centers, determined by simulation and lineshape fitting of the X-and Q-band spectra of the undoped and doped samples, are given in Table S2 together with reference parameters for the Mn 2+ ions in other (nano)crystalline materials of interest. ν -stretching; ρ -rocking; δ -bending vibration modes vw -very weak; w -weak; m -medium; s -strong: (band intensity).
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